
BY WENDY ( LAY,- WN7WEO

Learning the Code , .

THA T WAS t he funny thins about Bill. The
nilhl we met, t he only mention of rad io was

whe t her I wan ted 10 lislen 10 AM Top 40 or FM
Ins trumen ta l. When we fin all y K ille d on a Hi·FI
Ea,y l b h:ning . Ihe , o bje c t was droppt'd

T he nu t dale w asn ' t much diHcrenl. We
played all the usu a l ga mes of ge tti ng to kn ow one
another. I ,pen I ha lf t he ni gh t tryin g 10 impre ss
him wilh m y thealriclil se nse of humo r, and he
sptn t ha lf the n ighl u yi ng to impren me b y
laushin l . 1 all o f my slu pid jokes. BU I. fi nall y. I
&$led the lethal quesciun. "BiII, do you have any
hobbin ! " He p~ me the o ld well-thi~

D-IOIl nll '-b low· it look and said. "I 'm a ha m."
A hllm'! I jus t couldn 't piclu~ Ihis fell, '

hamminJ a n y l h i"1 up! 11 was s u rely benea t h him
10 wave I I TV ca mera" Of to be the perpt' lual
d own in the sevent h , rade w ho always croued his
er n in the c lass pic tu re . No, Bill WliS defi nilelY not
Ille ham type ! St n~ in g m y confusion , Bill ex 
plained Iha l a ham is a slang te rm for so m eone w ho
is in te res te d in amateur radio, and h.. added , " No, I
don 'l kno w Barr y Goldwater. "

En d of second dale . Ho w ever, by o ur Ihird
mee!in l , my curiosily had be en whet ted . I h ad
heard a bo ul hams befo re. bUI I had never mel a
lu i live one! I sup pose Bill rea lized my In te res t,
because he as ked me if I would like 10 co m e over
10 his place and " see his rig. " I wondered if th"
was an ylh inc like e h: h ings.. It w asn't .

Finl, I w:as ushered in lo h is " ham shack "
whi ch, co n l rary 10 popular opinion, is no t a shac k
a t a ll. II was jus t an ex tra bed room fi lled w ilh
co m plica ted machines, wires plu ll3ed into over 
loaded ou t lets , and a co uple o f ashtra ys that hadn 'l
been e mptied in llbou l a year. Vet , despi te the
un believable clu t te r, I was very impressed by the
idea th at th ro ugh a ll this e lec troni c ma ze , Bill
co uld ac lually tal k 10 so meone in California ,
Hawaii, o r even Japan ! lIo w '?1 T ha t Ilutslion was

t he key t o t he opening o f a whole new world for
mo.

and fla ling Samuel MOIst

" I'm a re uonably intelligen t human bein l . My
me mory is a bove avera ge, I 've go t a good ea r an d
fu rt her more , I w as co m ple tely put t y-tra in ed before
I was Iwo an d a ha lf ! 1 should be able 10 do
any lh ing Ihal I set m y m ind on . So why can 't I
hear the d ifferen ce between a di l and I dah '? " BUI
tim e pa s.sed and M) did my fr ustralio n. Soon I was
pers pir inC a l five words a m inule, and Bill an
nounced Iha l I w as ready fo r Ihe Novice code test .
I didn ' l have Ihe hear t 10 lell hi m Iha t I WQuld
n u nk. M) I lei him 10 on wilh his wi ld ideas . The-re
w:as a catch, Iho Ul h. Bill said Ih at he would l1Ilher
nol give il 10 me. In stead, he would ha"" hi s ha m
friend Bob do il so t here would be no lalk o f
chea ting. I reacted the way any norma l, ra tional,
cun flde n t No vice·l o-be would. I pa n icked. "H ut
what if he sends di ffe renlly than yo u do? Whal if
he lau ghs al me?? And God forbid ! Whal if he
sends me a 101 o f Xs? " "Do n 't worry," my sadi s tic
friend assured me. "We ' l 10 over to Bo b 's house
one nighl this week jus l so you can ge t used 10
hi m. " GrudBingly , I constn led .

So, Sunday nilh l we d rove ove r 10 Bob 's ho use.
}k was ve ry ni ce, and I had no tro uble co pying
w ha l he sen I. I eve-n had the nerve- to send hi m
some c ha raC le n on t he hand ke-y. " Easy :as pie !" I
tho u ght, M) I brlvely announced , "Ya ' know, I
Ihi nk I can pass the code tear t " 10 which Bob
answered ," YOU J UST D ID !"

"1oonlight, Ro ses. and Elec tronic Theo ry

At m y house, Bill W IS now kn own as the
"Curre n t Bo yfri end . " Now, Curren l Bo yfriends are
, lw l Ys u nde r carefu l scru li n y by my over -
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pro te ctive pare n ts , who ten d to view the m as
peospe cttve so ns-in-la w. However, with Bill, I gu ess
I was a bit secre uve, and my mother's su btle
quu tionin g prove d futi le . " How well do you like
Ihis one '! " " A la t . " " What do you talk abo u t? "
" Thin gs. " " Does he like you? " " Seems to. "
" Hasn ' t he said anything abou t fu t ure plans? "
"Okay Mo m. Yo u m ight as well know. Ver y soon ,
we 're go ing away together to a cold-wa ter flat in
t he absolu te worst dis trict in San Francisco to live
in si n. Maybe we'I l ha ve some illegi timate kids an d
teach the m how to sm o ke pot and panhandl e
before Ihe y 're s ix years old!" O f course , she didn ' t
beli eve all t h is, but she wouldn 't have believed the
t ru th eit her - that we discussed e lec t ronics and
tried to WOtk OX o n fOt'ly m eters un ti l the wee
hours o f t he mOtn ing.

I re mem ber the nrs t theory lesson Bill gave me .
" I t hin k you o ugh l to s tar t learning about vacuu m
t ubes, " Bill said. " I 'd rather nec k," I said . ' 'The
tes t will be here in two we e ks ," Bill sa id. " Now a
simple t ube has two parIs wh ich curren t flows
t hrough ; t he ca t hode and t he pla te.. . " " Fine,"
I sa id, "but w hat's curren t ?"

T hus began m y daily lessons on radio elec
tro nics. Poor Bill - wi lh his dog-eare d cop y of the
L/~n$r Manual cl u t ched fran tica lly in his h ot li llie
hands, in adver tently sa ving it from being flushed
down t he toile t b y a frustrated YL. Yet, despite my
nightly h ys terics, I learn ed a lot. I lea rned about
half·wave antennas, Q SL cards , repeaters, and
blo ck d iagrams o f re ce ivers. I a lso lea rn ed how to
spe ll sche m at ic , that a micro amp is less than an
am p , t ha t t he re is no good ex plana t ion of rad io
waves, an d t ha t the term "carr ier " has n ot hing to
do with t uberculosis or pigeons. As a maile r of
fact, I was beginning to feel like I knew every t hing!
Bu t then Bill had t o spring it on m e : the
all-im por tan t O hm's Law.

Be It Ever So Humble , , •
There ' s No Place U ke Ohm

T here are two ways of learn ing Ohm 's Law: the
hard w ay and Ihe trau m atic: way. The hard way
invo lves t he equat ion a t U 's bares t : E= Ix R o r
I=E / R Of R=E/1. It doesn 't look too bad if you
were a trig major . t Cal. Tech. So, being a m ath
nun kie from Came lback H igh, I was fo rced t o learn
the trau matic way, w hich involves tears , fights a nd
logica l ass um ptions which I was no t will ing to
assume.

T he m ultiplying par t didn 't ratl le me a b it , but
w hen it go t in to divid ing, I go t In to tr oub le. Bill
tried t o s im pli fy it wi th li ttle ma the mat ica l tr ic ks ,
but I am not m at hematica lly incl ined . Okay, so
yo u ha_ve five o hms and fo ur a mps. Wha t 's t he
vo ltage? Easy ! 20 ! But what if you have 10 0 vo lts
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an d three amps and yo u wan t to fi nd the Oh ms?
We ll, le t 's see. . • thaI wo uld be 100/3. O r is il
3/ 100 - and o h I hope n ot, because t hat means
de ci mal p oints! " How can I ex plai n any th ing if
yo u ke ep crying'!" Bill would yell. " Bu t even if
yo u e xpla ined, I s till wou ldn't understand }" I 'd
sob back, " because I never learned how t o d ivide !"

Sile nce. Wou ld he fi nally give up and Sla p
tormen ti ng me '! Would he make m e write "Oh m 's
Law is fun " fi ve h undre d ti mes? O r would he teach
me how t o divide? He wo uld, and he did, and I
finall y learned to apply O h m 's Law. " All right , if
Dick has fo ur mill iam ps and Jane ha s six teen vo lts ,
how m an y ohms does Bab y Sally have ?"

I've Been a Ibm All My Life , , •
I nd Never lhd a License

Afte r a ll the concentra te d effort and dedicated
s tud yi ng, t he ac tual wri tten teat was a bit an ti
climatic. The real tes t was wai t ing to hear the
re sults from the FCC. T here wa s no way I co uld
have passed, bu t Bi1I see med to ta lly undaunted! ' fe
eve n s taged a dress rehearsal! "O K Wendy, I say
'CO CQ CQ de K7UOP K7 UOP K7 UO P CO CO de
K7UO P K7 UOP K' - now, w ha t do yo u say'! " " I
say you 're bein g repe ti tious !" " No! Yo u say
K7UO P K7UO P K7 UOP w hatever -your-calf-is WN 7
w h a te v e r ·y ou r - c a ll - i s W N7 w h a t e ve r 
your-can-ts.. . " ' 'Wai t a m in ute. Wh y are we
doi ng th is? I fl un ked , Bill ! A nd I'm never gonna '
be on the air, and I 'm never gon na ' tal k to Japan,
and I 'm never ca n na ' make you proud o f me !" But
s tub born Bill would keep al i t ; " You 're no t
t hin ki ng positive. Now, le t 's try it again . CQ CQ
CO· • • . "

Weeks ke pt pass ing, and so did the mailman.
Finally, af te r rea li zing tha t the FCC had loo ked
u pon my test as a joke, which, aft er a good laugh ,
the y t hrew away, I got m y lice nse - t ha t little
w hi te piece of paper that yo u have t o fo ld funny ·
10 make it fit in lo your wa lle t and signed by a dear
Mr . Ben F. wa pte. Had it been signed b y God
himself it wouldn 't have be en more imp ortant , fo r
il means t ha t I d id it ! I di d somet hing I never
tho ught I cou ld do . I became a Novice!

And th at 's t he funn y t hing abo ul Bill . I no
sooner ge t t he Novice , than he slar ts lal king about
a General a ass Lice nse! But things will be be t te r
this time because o f three Ihin es in m y favor: I 've
l o t the confide nce , I 've go t an In te res t , and I 've
got a wedd inl t ing fro m Bill .

T he End (and the be ginning) [aSH
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U. Craig M, Nicholson, K7VEW, re cipi ent of the
Ar med Forces Co m m unica tion and E&ectro nic
Associa tion Ho nor Award, in honor o f alla inine
the highes t elass average in a TeJecommunications
class a t the U.S. Nn al Post graduate School , Mon te
rey, Californ ia.

Ernest E. SUllivan, III , WB6HDJ, w ho has be en an
ac tive h am sin ce age 1 3 an d was recen tly named an
appoin tee to the United Sta tes Mili tary Academ y
a t West Point.

Neal V. Lato rraca, 10o u L/ON8UN, reci pient of
t he Academy of Malian Picture Ar ts &. Sciences '
Ele rnac k Com pany O ass 111 award fo r his S pyde r
camera dol ly.
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